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Communlty Matters
By Ma_ry- Lou Goeke

Helpmg D!sabled*fP_eopl » Live
Independenﬂy-. in Our County

Doug Patrick, a- voiuntecr membcr of the:: therr OWH care::
Santa  Cruz = County - Commission: on’ e re the
Digabilities and- Karen: Gosling, a physrcal
therapist from - Dominican- Hospital  récently::
- presented an excellent and comprehensive. -
" veport to- the Santa Cruz- ‘County- Board “of’ “abu
-Supervisors. They very carefully cataloged the
“current  programis:- and: services  that  aid.-
“disabled: people to live mdcpendently in. the -
‘cominunity, as. opposed to’ the ‘alf native
costly mstrtutronal hvmg facrhtre '

They exammed the current governrnent
._fundmg cnvrronment and concluded: that,_--
~without mtervcntron, major Cuts in pubhc and
_ puvate ﬁmdmg ‘threaten : t0 - mgnrflcantly
‘reduce, - or -eliminate; programs that ‘address
~"the needs of county residents’ w;th dlsabrhncs
Significant cuts will take 1t drffrcult for:
1 many individuals to sustain: carc plans that
':qupport comrnumty hvmg S T

malntammg
'_'enwronment

' They prcscntcd ' the story of one youn
: -_woman who was para[yzed in'a caraccident.
- 'She is the. single mother of two' small chrldrcn
- Without her Lifiline paratransrt transportat"'
and in-home supportlve services workemho
: hclps her with tiousehold chotes and persoria
care, “she would: be: forced lo lwe in a nursing.
< home there would be no one to ra1sc her two
' small children:’ G G

The report acknowlcdgcd that in thrs budget
: environment the County Board of Supervrsors
is faced with many difficult decision
regarding reduction - and. clifination - of
= services. They. suggested gurdclmes for the
Board to Use in détermining the importatice of
a service and the impact: of 1ts reductlon or. _j
elimination. The Commission’s intent is: to 1:'
direct attention” t6” program areas that are
critical elements. of - an, infrastructure that
sustaing county resrdcnts wrth dlsabrlrtlcs

"The Comm1ss10n s chort madc _nine ) _ ;

recommendations to the Board of Supcrvrsors : omrrmmty ro seek solutron_ to ‘their needs

= Maintain outreach programs that 1dcnt1fy -_and by eﬂ‘icrent]y raising: ﬁmds for the buman B

address and monitor those not able to mandage * care programs 1 the United. Way supporrs Their.
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