April is National: Child ‘Abuse: Preventlon '
Month, a“réminder to all of us ‘of the:-
opportunities we have to positively impact .-
our community. Wheii it comes to sensitive : be
topics like child abuse, many find theinselves - ¢
shaking a-shaming firiger. at patents. This is- So
probably because most imagine the atrocious |
stories in- the media of crimes - against’ ac
children and struggle to understand how;_:'_ 50 han
adults can do sich thmgs SRR

In' ordet for our community'-to' become:
more united against® the problem of child
abuse and neglect, we first need to ‘curb our
tendency to generalize, assume, and ]udge -'
We also need to recognize that many: of the.
risk factors associated with abuse’ ahd-;-
neglect go beyond snnple personal 1ssues '_ ‘€]
and in most case j
friends, - family,’ an
we need to underst
neglect actually is, at
most know.

If domestlc vmlencé occurs i front of :
children, = for example, _thc éffects’ are.
traumatic and the incident:can be reported
This is also true of chronic: verbal argumg or
emotional abuse. If an older child fis:left
alone to care for younger children, ; this migh
also reach the th'reshoid'fof'lepoi‘tihg"nridm '
the category of. neglect ‘Some . of the;
circumstances are not: stralghtforwal '
require soine degree of pelsonal Judgme it on:: to. h
the part of the people filing the report or. Wi
those processing.the a]legatmns However,
any time a child 18 placcd in a situation that
may be harmful or unsafe; a report should be
filed with Family and Children’s - Serv1ces 0
-(831 454—2273)

3 Desp1te thc amblgulty that is sometlmes:f'
present in child abuse ‘casés, the detrimental -
effects on children can be significant. Often,

the effects of: abuse -and peglect lead;'to._'necds and by cfﬂc:entb/raj
intergenerational . cycles and children are’ hurmian care - programs (
raised within families whete unhealthy"'-supports Their WBbSItB
. WWWHHJ‘tedWBKSC org"' S




