enters sts: twelfth year of production; the: Santa Cruiz

in ageJmth the youngest, of its nominees,

still figuring’ themselveés out, it is important to have

Awards to help make that prooess easier.

their choice. These youth aré dynamic pr:op]e who' are:

couragcous and msplratrona[ people

name for herself on’ campus as an out and proud

that is inclusive of everyone,

Award is designed to recognize those who are leaders
academics. These brave young peop]e are makmg strides

by simply being true to themselves while excelling in’
the activitics they are must passlonate about :

- issue. By being out and open in an area such as sports

follow, telling them te never give up what they love:in:

. story of coming out‘as a tool for education. Speakmg af-

Bopmmstirmeer——— — - - =

Once a year I get the opportunity to ifvite my réaders- -
1o a Santa:Criz Countyevent that-is designed to
celebrate and recognize’ our-local young people who' are
making our schools and community spaces safer” for al]'-'
of us. It is- astonishing and inspiring fo note that as it r )
= to are mot. youth Thcy are bem recogmzed, “howsver
County QueerYouth Leadership Awards has caught up_'-';
_sexial :orientation. Recogmzmg “that i the”
'commumty must b mvolved inorder; to. il .5

. Some peop[c may ﬁnd it hatd to befieve that lesbiar,” . ' :

gay, bisexual, transgender and - gizeer (LGBTQ) youth- :
can be sure of their sexifal orientation ‘at such'a young'-'
age. However, o mattér if' a young person is certain or -

support structures like the Queer Youth Leadershlp 'mand passmnate advocate for

The Queer Youth Lcadershlp Awards is! an-annyal
Santa Cruz County event that recognizes and hionots::
local LGBTQ youth - and: their = individual ‘‘ind::;
organizational allies with-a fun night of celebiation.:
Four youth are chosen to receive a $250. gift from t]je -
community and $500 to donate to amy non-proﬁt of i a

;w1th the orgamzahuns that

dedicated to making Santa Cruz County a belier place; S
It is my pleasure to introduce you to four of thosc__

. _the stor)e of the Tof

Maddiz Smith is an encr"getic and enthusiastic éig]:ith :
grader at Aptos Junior High School who has made 4

) Lomreliv oo their WﬂbSEl‘E at wwaYLA.o
Not all of the nominees for the QYLA are activists in A

the traditional sense, The Queer Youth Leadership.

. and.. tickets; tables" and ‘donatisiis can bc pnrchased
online, Thé Queer Youth Leadership Awards is produce _:

by, the Santa Criz Tagk Force foi LGBTI . Yout
'afﬁi:ate of the. Dlvers1ty Center;

not just as activists, but as. athletes, artists. and.:

N For fiiore mformat:o
Xavier Plasencia is one of those lcaders e student at.’ ;
Watsonville High School, Xavier is a swinmer, an actor
" and an articulate speaker, After coming out to'his water: g
: polo team, Xavier’s sexual orlentahon became a nons: -

© where LGBTQ youth are often the target of bullying dnd:
¢ harassment, Xavier ig setting a path for othér youtl ol
- Sdnta Crigz C'ounty by couvemng the commumry fo'see,
- fear of being rejected. Out of the pool, Xavier uses his.: .

~for: tbe bum:m care:. programs tbe Umted W
this year’s production of “What’ ‘s in a Name?”a play put: .

Xawer 1nsp1red l'us peers afi

for: their uny]eldmg support of al ¥ uth regar

k Married coupic' ‘Angie and Sy

LGBTIQ youth Because

year half of whlch came from South_Coun' Readmg

'proud co-sponsor ‘of the_show: "8l
Tme'in support of, th1s commu‘
bisexual and as an outspoken advocate against all forms
of bullying. Junior High is not an casy time for atmost.-
all students, especiaily the LGBTIQ studesits; with -

phrases such as “That’s so gay!”being used on 4 daily :
basis to put people down. Maddie, however, is settmg'-'_
the example for her peers. She rises above the bu]lymg “
and respectfully encourages her peers to use !anguage '

: p: :
Satm day; May IGth at Scotts Valley ngh Schoo Th

event begms w1th 4 commu

mote abeut the 2009 nominegs, T encourage yo" (s

For tbe past I 6 years: Mary Lou'Go “higs hésn
Execiitive. Disector-of the Umtea‘ %y ‘of Santa !

County Sbe bas 32 years of expenence prowdm
Unitéd: Way i 'to Jmpl'ove tbc Tives of thie peop]e o

solutions. to: their needs and by emcrently TFaising finds:

on yearly by t}:e Watsonvﬂlc.ngh School Dram ciass :

- all fornis .of bullying, hcy :
; reached out to the Safe Sohoo]s jec

For more Informatlon ahout the QYLA and'to learn

; call (831) 42754004 of visit - :




