© reimbursement system for those services.: FQHCs must " .- &

: Families, Healthy Klds among other ootlon

other languagcs

On 4 daly basis we tead mcrcasmgly gnm Hews reportS'
of the deteriorating economy of the State of California,-
and further May “budget revise” pmposals from_ the,
Govetnor: : 10 slash State expcndttures inan effort’ to’ “Medid Cal “optlonal beneflts —which mcludo :
contain the evet- balloonmg deficit, now ““hallparked? at” dental, optomctry, podlatry, i ech thetapy,
over § 24.3 billion, and rising. The Governor proposes psychology sefvices; chlropractlc care and: acupuncture'—
massive cuts in health care programs, leading to. the :Salud and other, p:owders are scramb!mg to'make staffing:.
dismantlifg of the “safefy’ het” or “community Health *- and othe[ adjustments to. trcat as matly. Mc i'CaI patleuts
center” system of care for California’s uninsured and’
underserved populations.. A “safety net’provider:is: -
literally that: the last resort for people who have no where. Not only w1ll adu!t Medi- 5
else to go for health care. i : 'necessary servxces but w:th the e];mmatlon

One of the largest safety net prov1dcrs hcre in Santa . approxmatcly 1 rmlhon ‘California-children wil
Cruz County is Salud Para La Genfe, 2 nonprofit ‘public _e}lglb]hty, mcludmg more than 100, 000 ‘children statewide. -
benefit corporation, with 501 ¢ 3 tax status, 2 Federally: who', receive care: af’ commumly ‘Health” centers,: and ;
Qualified Health Center (FQHC), with 6 clinic sites and - approxunately 6, 300 chﬂdren in Sahta Cruz County lone::
administrative offices in’ Watsonville, and 2 sites i the_' : i
City of Santa Cruz. ‘In calendar yca: 2008 Salud had over Saiud and‘ ther safety tet: elinic
102,000 patient V‘lSltS : ) : : Fhealthof oty 'County’s “resident

B R RS coriony. defirades, and: are worthy of:

FQHCisa deslgnatxon under federal lave and regulaﬁon support. 1t is: w1dely Agreed that the prlva .
which describes federal expectations of provider groups: 4 bsorb the. pauent popuiahon served by the safety: ne 5

which serve the needy, and which provides a pa.rtwu!ar"_' :

meet rigorous federal gridelines.

Since its inception as a: “storefront” free cl_ml in: -1979‘ i
and 1ts mcorporation m 1980 Sa]ud has been a Tedder m
i b

accepts private msuran i
scale private pay based on federal:_mco
patlent does nof havc msura’ Salu

public insurance progxa'

Salud provld'es c_om'p;e_
the entire family, currently’ eludinj
care services. and adult’day
include physicians practlc i :
and pynecology, ped1atr1cs “and family: 'pracncelfamﬂ
medicing.’ 1n addltlon fo 10; physl ians ‘Satud’g provider.

IF " you WouId like to
5 oL Can ontact Governon: Schwarzeneggez and Firs

dental assistants, dcntal assmtants, and: i
care staff. Safud recently ‘received fcderal stlmulus funds-- :
which will enable it 1o hir add'honal prow

Salud staff s bilingual in English and ‘Spanish, and - Sara
varions staff members also spcak French Tagalog and_

Along w;th other safety net. prowders n the County C'ozmry She has 32 years ‘of EXPErieic
(including, for exaraple, the County clinics, Planned . sérvices fo elders; chl!dren and families;. ’Hle mission
Parenthood, Santa Cruz Women's Health Center, Dlentes' : Umted Way is to ﬂnprove ihe Iwes af the people: of San
Community Dental Care} Salud is alarmed . at? the' Cruz.. Corify - by conveniiig ihe commumt'y toseek:
eliminatioh or drastic reductions in programs’ wh1ch_"_'.-s01ut.!ons to the:rneeds :md byeﬂ}cmﬂtlytm gﬁmds fo_:-:
enable these providers o serve those in need: ;
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